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Welcome to The Ultimate Guide to
Tattoo Apprenticeships! 
Whether you're an aspiring tattoo artist eager to turn your
passion into a profession or someone considering a career
change, this guide is your comprehensive resource for navigating
the exciting journey to becoming a professional tattoo artist.

Know Thyself
If you are serious about committing to a career a
Professional Tattoo Artist, consider asking yourself these
questions:

- What draws you to the art of tattooing?

- What are your long-term goals and aspirations within the tattoo
industry?

- How do you envision your career as a professional tattoo artist
unfolding?



Understanding the Tattoo Industry
Tattooing has evolved from
traditional methods to a
form of self-expression and
artistry embraced by
individuals from all walks of
life. The modern-day tattoo
culture incorporates a wide
range of styles, from
intricate blackwork to vibrant
watercolor designs, each
telling a unique story etched
onto the skin. Tattoo artists
push boundaries with
innovative techniques and
technologies, constantly
redefining the art form.

Immerse yourself in the intricate designs, rich symbolism, and diverse
styles that make each tattoo a unique work of art. From traditional
motifs to modern innovations, every piece tells a story and holds a
special meaning for its bearer. As you interact with talented artists
and fellow enthusiasts, you'll discover a world where boundaries are
pushed, and creativity knows no limits.

Embrace the opportunity to express your identity and values through
body art, turning your skin into a canvas that reflects your innermost
thoughts and emotions. Remember, each tattoo is a personal choice
and a form of empowerment, allowing you to reclaim ownership of
your body and celebrate your individuality.

Ask Yourself:
- What are your favorite tattoo styles, and why?
- How do you see yourself contributing to the evolving landscape of
the tattoo industry?
- What aspects of tattooing history and culture resonate most with
you?



The Importance of Tattoo
Apprenticeships and Ink Different
As a tattoo apprentice at Ink Different Tattoos, you have the
unique opportunity to immerse yourself in a rich learning
environment where creativity, technique, and inclusivity intertwine.
Under the watchful eye of your mentor, you will hone your skills,
learn the art of tattooing etiquette, and gain a deeper
understanding of the industry.

The bond between apprentice and mentor is a special one.
Whether you gain enrollment at Ink Different, or secure a different
apprenticeship, you are best served if the relationship is built on
mutual respect, trust, and a shared passion for the craft. Your
mentor should be teaching you invaluable knowledge, sharing
insider tips, and providing constructive feedback to help you grow
as an artist. Through this relationship, you will not only refine your
technical abilities but also cultivate your artistic vision and
eventually develop your own strengths.

Embrace this journey with an open mind and a willingness to learn,
for it is through dedication, perseverance, and a genuine love for
the art of tattooing that you will truly flourish as an aspiring tattoo
artist. Remember your tattoo apprenticeship at Ink Different is a
stepping stone towards a rewarding career in the vibrant and
dynamic world of tattoo artistry.

Ask Yourself:
- What do you hope to gain from a
tattoo apprenticeship experience?
- How do you plan to approach
learning and growth under the
guidance of a mentor?
- What qualities do you believe make
for a successful apprentice-mentor
relationship?



Organizing and 
Presenting Your Portfolio

Understand that securing opportunities within esteemed tattoo
studios like Ink Different hinges greatly on the presentation of their
portfolios. A meticulously organized portfolio serves as a testament
to an artist's skills, creativity, and potential within the industry.
Without a compelling portfolio, the task of convincing studios to
invest time and resources into apprenticeship becomes
significantly more challenging.

Portfolio organization is key, emphasizing a diverse range of
artwork showcasing proficiency across styles and techniques. Each
piece should demonstrate mastery and innovation, highlighting
adaptability. The portfolio's presentation should meet professional
standards, digitally or physically, with clear descriptions and
insights into inspiration. Meticulously curated portfolios enable
aspiring tattoo artists to effectively convey dedication and
potential, enhancing their chances of securing apprenticeships,
like those at Ink Different.

Ask Yourself:
- What distinguishes my artistic style and approach from others in the
industry?

- How can I effectively showcase both diversity and consistency in my
portfolio?

- What story does my portfolio tell about my skills, creativity, and
dedication to tattoo artistry? 



Remember, every step of your apprenticeship is a valuable part of
your journey towards becoming a skilled and successful tattoo artist.
Stay dedicated, curious, and eager to learn, and you'll find yourself
steadily progressing towards your goals.

Ask yourself:
- How do you plan to approach learning new tattooing techniques
and skills during your apprenticeship?

Embrace each obstacle as a chance for growth and improvement, as
you embark on your tattoo apprenticeship journey. Every challenge
you encounter is an opportunity to refine your skills and develop your
craft. Throughout your apprenticeship, you will have the chance to
immerse yourself in the intricacies of the tattooing world, from
understanding client preferences to perfecting your artistry.

Thriving in Your Tattoo
Apprenticeship

As you assist with client
consultations and observe your
mentor, absorb as much
knowledge as you can. Pay close
attention to the techniques and
methods they employ, and don't
hesitate to ask questions
whenever you feel unsure. Your
mentor is there to guide you and
help you navigate the
complexities of the tattooing
process.

- What strategies will you use to
balance assisting with client
appointments and honing your
craft as a tattoo artist?

- How will you actively contribute
to the studio environment and build
rapport with your mentor, other
apprentices and Tattoo Artists?



With your tattoo apprenticeship complete, it's time to embark on your
career as a professional tattoo artist. Ink Different Tattoo School has
a guaranteed job offer for you when you finish our comprehensive
program.  

Working in one of our locations will enhance your learning and teach
you how to effectively market yourself as a tattoo artist, attract
clients to your work, and build a strong reputation in the industry. You
will also gain insights into continuing education, professional
development, and staying inspired as you embark on your journey as a
tattoo artist.

Ask yourself:
- What career path within the tattoo industry aligns best with your
goals and interests?

- How will you differentiate yourself from other tattoo artists and
attract clients to your work?

- What steps will you take to continue honing your skills and staying
inspired throughout your career as a tattoo artist?

Building Your Tattoo Career



from the Dark Ages; it’s a precision instrument requiring investment.
Opting for a questionable needle or a budget tattoo machine might
seem like a quick fix for your wallet, but trust us, it’s a fast track to
disaster. Quality equipment not only ensures a smoother, more
professional tattooing experience for you, but it’s also a mark of
respect for your clients. Nobody wants a permanent piece of art
created with subpar tools; it’s like serving gourmet cuisine with plastic
cutlery – just not right.

Moreover, the consequences of using cheap equipment go beyond
aesthetics. Infections are no joke, and a contaminated needle can
turn your client’s dream tattoo into a nightmare of regret and
antibiotics. It’s not just about splurging for the sake of it; it’s about
valuing your craft and the people who trust you to create something
lasting on their skin. So, do yourself and your clients a favor – save the
budgeting for your Netflix subscription, not your tattoo gear.

2. Never Skip on Hygiene:
Let’s get real for a moment – nobody wants to walk into a tattoo
studio and feel like they’ve entered a biohazard zone. Hygiene is not
just an afterthought; it’s a fundamental aspect of the tattoo industry.
Washing your hands might sound like essential kindergarten advice. 

5 Things You Should Never Do in the
Tattoo Industry

If you’re diving into the world
of tattoos, as an apprentice
trying to become  an artist, you
should keep a few unspoken
rules in mind.

1. Don’t Cheap Out on
Equipment:
Let’s discuss the first golden
rule of the tattoo universe –
don’t be a cheapskate
regarding your tools. Your
tattoo machine isn’t a relic 



You’re becoming a tattoo artist – a
maestro with ink and a brush. But
here’s the scoop: being a creative
genius doesn’t grant you a VIP pass
to the “I know better than you” club.
Clients aren’t paying for a one-way
ticket to your ego trip; they seek a
collaborative artistic experience. It’s
essential to strike a balance
between confidence and humility.
Listen to your clients; their ideas 

Still, it’s surprising how many artists overlook this simple yet crucial
step. Your hands are your primary tools; keep them as clean as your
sketchbook.

Sterilizing your equipment is non-negotiable. The last thing you want
is to leave a client with more than just a cool tattoo – a nasty
infection isn’t a great souvenir. And disposable gloves? Think of them
as your artistic armor. They protect you and your client, ensuring a
safer and more comfortable experience. Remember, cleanliness isn’t
just a virtue; it’s a responsibility. So, embrace the hand sanitizer, love
your gloves, and make sure your studio is a beacon of cleanliness in
the wild world of tattoos. Your clients will thank you, and your
reputation will remain untarnished.

3. Avoid Being a Know-It-All:

matter as much as your artistic vision. Engage in a conversation, not a
monologue. A successful tattoo isn’t just about your skill with a
needle; it’s about creating a piece that resonates with the person
wearing it. So, ditch the condescending tone, be open to suggestions,
and let the ink flow in harmony with your client’s dreams.

Remember, a tattoo is a personal journey for your clients. They’re not
just sitting in your chair for a masterpiece; they’re there for a
meaningful connection with their skin. Respect their vision, share your
expertise, and together, craft a piece of art that becomes a part of
their story. The best tattoos are born from collaboration, not
dictatorship.



someone’s body. Save the party for
after the ink has dried, and  ensure
your clients leave with a piece of art
they’ll proudly show off, not one that
leaves them wondering what
happened. So, put down the shot
glass, sober up, and let your
creativity flow with a clear mind.
Your clients will thank you, and your
portfolio will reflect the brilliance of
a sober artist.

4. Never Tattoo Under the Influence:
We get it – the allure of a creative session fueled by liquid courage
might seem tempting. However, tattooing under the influence is a
recipe for disaster, and we are not just talking about shaky hands.
Your studio is not a frat party, and your tattoo machine is not a beer
pong ball. Intoxication impairs judgment and coordination, and your
clients deserve better than a piece of art created in a haze of
questionable decision-making. Imagine waking up with a tattoo that
doesn’t align with your vision and resembles the aftermath of an
abstract paint explosion.

Tattooing is a serious responsibility; it involves permanently altering 



sought. Instead of taking shortcuts, invest time honing your craft and
developing your style. Your clients are drawn to you because of your
unique perspective, not because you can replicate someone else’s
work. Embrace your creativity, and let your originality shine through
every stroke of the needle. The best tattoos are the ones that tell a
personal story, and that story begins with an original design.

Let’s keep the tattoo industry cool and respectable. Avoid the
shortcuts, embrace the art, and remember, every tattoo tells a story –
make sure it’s good! 

5. Don’t Steal Designs:
Originality is the heartbeat of the tattoo industry. Your clients come
to you for a unique piece of art that speaks to their individuality. So,
let’s clarify one thing – stealing designs is a big no-no. It’s not just
ethically questionable; it’s a fast track to damaging your reputation in
the tight-knit tattoo community. Your artistic integrity is your currency;
you can’t afford to counterfeit it.

Clients can spot a copied design from a mile away, and they won’t
appreciate paying for something that lacks the authenticity they 



Ink Different Tattoo School sets a new standard in tattoo education
with its comprehensive apprenticeship program. Going beyond basic
technical skills, our program focuses on developing artists who
understand the nuances of artistry, design, and client interaction. We
believe that a successful tattoo artist is a true artist in every sense. To
achieve this, our curriculum includes intensive studies in art history,
color theory, and design principles. This holistic approach ensures
that our apprentices stand out in the competitive tattoo industry.

One of the most
exciting features of
our program is the
guaranteed job
offer upon
completion. We are
confident in the
skills and knowledge
our apprentices
gain, so we offer
them a job 

Ink Different Tattoo School
Apprenticeship Program

Guaranteed Job Offer

at one of our partner tattoo studios upon graduation. This
commitment not only provides a clear path to success for our
apprentices but also assures them that their hard work will lead to a
fulfilling career in tattooing.



At Ink Different Tattoo School, we are committed to inclusivity and
accessibility. That's why we offer instruction in Spanish at our
Brooklyn, Chicago, Tampa, and Miami-Fort Lauderdale locations.
Language should never be a barrier to education, and by offering our
program in Spanish, we can reach a wider audience of aspiring
tattoo artists. Whether you're a native Spanish speaker or looking to
expand your language skills, our Spanish-language program is the
perfect way to dive into the world of tattooing while learning a new
language.

Spanish Language Instruction



Submit your art today for enrollment
consideration and start your journey toward
becoming a professional Tattoo Artist! 

Call/Text 1-917-227-2842
Visit www.tattooschool.com for more information.

Apply now!


